Revision rates in forefoot surgery.
In an attempt to determine failure or reoperation rates for common forefoot procedures, the records of 706 patients who had 1003 forefoot operations were studied. The revision rate for the Keller procedure was 2.26% when no interposition implant was used. The revision rate for metatarsal osteotomies, mainly due to nonunion, was 2.7%. The revision rate for proximal phalangectomies was 3.3%, being 1.9% when the distal end of the phalanx was removed and 4.4% when the proximal end was removed. The failure rate for proximal interphalangeal joint fusion was 17.8%. These results demonstrate that the antiquity of a procedure is not necessarily a recommendation.